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It’s early morning and the sun peeks over the horizon. From high up we see a 
remarkable vista: a handful of giraffes, the tallest terrestrial animals, walking 
slowly towards a river that snakes across Samburu country in Northern Kenya. 
We could be fooled into thinking these are simple, primitive beings. However, 
as we delve into their biology and behavior, it becomes clear they are 
incredibly complex creatures. Their biological adaptations include enduring 
a six foot drop to the ground as they are born, clubbing each other with their 
massive heads to establish dominance and controlling their blood pressure 
in such an innovative way that astronauts have harnessed it. Yet mysteries 
about them persist. How is it that a bull can travel from miles away directly to a 
group of females he cannot see? What is it about a mother’s stare that makes 
her sleeping calf wake up and follow her? How is it that giraffes often react in 
unison to the threat of a predator? 

It has long been thought that giraffes are silent animals that don’t 
form strong social bonds. However, some scientists now suspect they are 
communicating using infrasound: low frequency sound waves, inaudible to 
the human ear and also used by elephants and rhinos. Giraffes: The Forgotten 
Giants documents a group of scientists conducting the first-ever infrasound 
experiments with giraffes in the wild, attempting to prove infrasound 
communication by linking behavioral responses to pre-recorded and live 
infrasound. This work could not only cause a momentous re-evaluation of our 
understanding of giraffes and their level of social sophistication, but may help 
save the disappearing species which is among the most threatened of the 
great mammals in Africa. 

Following the lives of a number of individual giraffes in the wilds of Africa 
and in captivity in zoos, Giraffes: The Forgotten Giants takes an intimate look 
at the life cycle of giraffes from birth to death and the scientists who study 
them, connecting viewers to the animals and to the species as a whole and 
their struggle for survival. 
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