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No one in recorded history has suffered a fate quite like Lafayette. Once, he 
was the most famous man in the world; today, few people know who he was 
or what he accomplished.

Lafayette: The Lost Hero tells the story of the life and legend of Marquis 
de Lafayette—an intriguing, neglected, and controversial figure who left 
France at the age of 19 and fought courageously for the independence of the 
United States. Exploring the ideals of the Enlightenment that Lafayette stood 
for—the very ideals that had become a foundation for America’s core values 
of equality and freedom, this film is structured as a quest for the truth about 
this elusive personality and his historical relevance today.

Proving himself courageous in battle and resourceful behind the 
scenes, advancing the cause of America and forging its crucial alliance with 
France, Lafayette earned “the unanimous acclaim and veneration of all 
Americans” among the Founding Fathers. His steadfast support of the core 
principles of freedom—man or woman; Catholic, Protestant or Jew; white, 
black, or Indian—has greatly advanced America’s quest for democracy. 

During his lifetime, Lafayette was also an extremely popular figure 
in France, but the violent turning point of their revolution left him forever 
a compromised and controversial figure to his own people. Even today he 
is reviled by certain extremes in French society. Many on the left or in the 
working class regard him as a self-serving aristocrat, a monarchist who was 
never fully committed to the people. To the right, he will forever be a subver-
sive traitor to his king and class. 

Told through the correspondence and memoirs of Lafayette, his close 
friend George Washington, and wife Adrienne de Noailles, with whom his 
arranged marriage turned into a great romance and a partnership in revolu-
tion, Lafayette: The Lost Hero is structured around the quest of his descen-
dant, Sabine Renault Sabloniere, to discover the truth about his mysterious 
and elusive story. 
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