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Meet a new breed of flying robots—from tiny swarming robot sensors that 
make decisions on their own to giant unmanned planes—drones can be as 
large as jumbo jets or as small as birds, and they do things straight out of 
science fiction. Amazing and terrifying, these flying robots are changing our 
relationship to war, surveillance, and each other. But how much do people 
really know about drones and their capabilities? Much of what it takes to 
get these robotic airplanes to fly, sense, and even kill has remained secret. 
Discover the cutting edge technologies that are propelling us toward a new 
chapter in aviation history, in Rise of the Drones. 

Drone technology enables the user to strike virtually anyone, anywhere, 
regardless of national boundaries, opening up questions surrounding inter-
national law. In the past year alone, the U.S. has carried out hundreds of 
drone strikes across four countries. Only those in Afghanistan are part of a 
publicly authorized war, while strikes in Pakistan, Somalia, and Yemen are 
covert operations. The U.S. government claims that drones have decimated 
Al Qaeda’s top leadership with limited civilian casualties, but analysts have 
struggled to verify the details. 

Drones are a game changer in tactical warfare, but it’s not just an 
American revolution. More than 55 other countries are currently building, 
buying, or using aerial military robotics. These unmanned vehicles are not 
used just for hunting our enemies. Some are concerned that in a few short 
years the U.S. may have 30,000 drones crisscrossing the sky, accumulating 
information.

The thought-provoking Rise of the Drones lifts the tarp on the secretive 
drone culture and its evolution—probing the engineering, robotics, aviation, 
and aeronautics of drone technology, as well as extrapolating what it could 
mean if those capabilities are put into widespread use within U.S. borders by 
other governments, or even by private organizations, and citizens. 
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