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Sacred Journeys is a six-part series highlighting some of the world’s most 
challenging religious pilgrimages. Each episode focuses on a different  
chapter of ancient history revealed through the personal stories of  
contemporary explorers who set out on the same profound journeys that 
people have taken for a thousand years or more. 

Pilgrimage is as vital today as it ever was. Last year, two hundred 
million people around the world set out to visit a shrine, temple, or other 
holy site. Sacred Journeys explores why today’s seekers travel many of the 
same routes, visit many of the same places, and perform many of the same 
rituals as people have performed for hundreds, sometimes thousands  
of years.

Pilgrims come from every walk of life, looking for healing or 
forgiveness, giving thanks for good fortune, seeking meaning, connecting 
with their cultural and religious roots, or seeking an encounter with the 
Divine.

Featuring renowned writer and television personality Bruce Feiler, a 
New York Times best-selling author and host of the major PBS series Walking 
the Bible, the six episodes of Sacred Journeys showcase: 

Jerusalem, Israel – Spiritual center for three diverse religions. 

Shikoku, Japan – An 870-mile walking pilgrimage to 88 Buddhist shrines. 

Hajj, Saudi Arabia – The sacred site for more than 1.5 billion Muslims. 

Lourdes, France – A destination for Catholic pilgrims in search of its healing  
      powers. 

Kumbh Mela, India – A journey where Hindus seek to purify themselves in a  
             sacred river. 

Osun, Nigeria – A Yoruban festival combining African and Caribbean faiths  
                               with Roman Catholicism.
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C R E D I T S 
Host: Bruce Feiler  
Series Director: Leo Eaton
Series Producer: Rebecca Dobbs
Producer: Sally Thomas
Senior Program Producer: Anne Adams
Executive Producers: Laurie Donnelly, Bruce Feiler 
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