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Over the past 15 years, the United Nations (UN) has recorded more than  
1,700 allegations of sexual abuse by its peacekeepers in conflict zones  
around the world—from the Democratic Republic of Congo to Kosovo,  
and from East Timor to Haiti.

In UN Sex Abuse Scandal, FRONTLINE investigates how and why the 
problem of sexual abuse and exploitation by peacekeepers has persisted 
despite the UN’s efforts to stamp it out—and why the UN has record of only  
53 uniformed peacekeepers and one international civilian peacekeeper to  
be sent to prison for sexual offenses.

Directed by Sam Collyns (Escaping ISIS), the film team tracks down 
survivors across the globe who were as young as 10 when they say they were 
raped or exploited by UN peacekeepers who were supposed to protect them. 
Also, the film explores the failures and constraints of the UN —which has the 
authority to fire people, but not prosecute them—and the role of member 
states in dealing with the problem.

The film team also finds and interviews Didier Bourguet—the only civilian 
peacekeeper to have been jailed for sexual abuse while working abroad for 
the UN. He was jailed for two rapes—but he tells FRONTLINE on-camera that 
he had sex with 20 or 25 girls while in the Congo. Despite the UN’s pledge 
back in 2005 to try to find Bourguet’s victims and make an effort to include 
them in a victim support program, FRONTLINE finds a woman who was  
abused by Bourguet as a girl, but wasn’t contacted by the UN until FRONTLINE 
brought her case to their attention.

In the meantime, the problem continues. In the first six months of  
2018, the UN has so far recorded 32 new allegations of sexual exploitation 
and abuse.
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